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Gary, South Dakota Photographer Roger Baer, had five photographs selected to be exhibited 

on the community Art wall at Avera McKennan Prairie Center. (Out of 101 photos submitted, 

Roger had 5 of his selected.) 

 

Exhibition will run: December 14, 2012 - March 1, 2013 

 

Man and Animals: Relationship & Purpose 

 

An Art Exhibition 

     Since the dawn of time, man’s relationship and purpose with animals has 

varied across cultures. Some view animals as spiritual beings while other 

cultures view animals as a food source. In our society, for many, animals 

have become loved companions and family members. 

     The bond between animals and humans can often be deep and profound 

and can resonate with us in deeply personal and meaningful ways. No two 

people relate to animals the exact same way and many of us relate to ani-

mals in many, often contradictory ways. 

 

 

Community Art Wall in the Prairie Center 

     The Prairie Center, home of the Avera Cancer Institute 

and Avera Surgery Center, is a place that provides not only 

hope for our patients, but also a place that welcomes and en-

gages our community. We listened to what our patients 

wanted in a building—from architectural design to what style 

of artwork is in a waiting room. Avera McKennan under-

stands and embraces the healing power of art and is excited to 

unveil a digital community art wall. 

Gary Inter State 
Established Sept. 6, 1878; the only newspaper in the world solely interested in the welfare of Gary, SD and vicinity. 

Gary Historical Association 
A monthly newspaper with news of the past and present.   

www.experiencegarysd.com 
"The opinions in this paper do not necessarily reflect the views of the  Gary Historical Association. 
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Happy January! 

Fairchild Farmgirl 
I'm Just One Cow Pie From a Full Spreader 

 
It's a new year people, with bright ideas and sturdy goals for the upcoming 365 days. 

I definitely have more fun planning the goal list than I do working on the goals… 

 

 I'm afraid. 

 

How about you? 

 

What are your goals? 

 

 Is it to lose the dreaded weight we put on over the holidays? 

 

 Is it to be more kind to people?  

 

Is it to be more money savvy? 

 

Think hard on it, what would you like to do? 

 

This article is going to be a short one. That's only because 

I'm going to get busy working on my goal list. 

 

Right now. 

 

Have a blessed New Year.  

 

Be good to people.  

 

Be charitable.  

 

Be honest in your business dealings. 

 

Just be. 

 

Fairchild Farmgirl 

http://fairchildfarmgirl.blogspot.com/


LqP SWCD 2012 Outstanding  
Conservationists Chosen 

 
 The Lac qui Parle Soil & Water Conser-
vation District is pleased to announce brothers 
Curtis Melby and Bruce Melby of rural Canby 
have been chosen Outstanding Conservation-
ists for 
2012.  Their 
cash grain 
farm is lo-
cated in the 
southwest 
corner of LqP 
County 
where the 
elevation 
drops 40 feet 
per mile.  Continuing the stewardship ethic 
learned from their father, the brothers have in-
stalled approximately 2800 feet of grass water-
way, 8 water & sediment control basins, and 
have plans to build terraces.  Together, prac-
tices installed on their land have kept an esti-
mated 1000 tons of soil in place, with most 
functioning well beyond practice lifetime.  As 
wildlife advocates they provide diverse habitat 
with 3 wetland restorations and a shelterbelt in 
CRP, and a Pheasants Forever foodplot that 
also serves as a living snowfence. 
 In November, LqP SWCD staff and su-
pervisors as well as NRCS staff traveled to 
Gary, South Dakota, to present the brothers 
with plaques in recognition of their efforts.  Curt 
and Bruce were also honored at a December 7 
luncheon at the annual convention of the Min-
nesota Association of Soil and Water Conserva-
tion Districts (MASWCD) in Bloomington. 
 The Melby’s are good stewards of the 
land, making use of programs available to pro-
tect their soil and water resources.   SWCD staff 
and supervisors are proud of what the Melbys 
have done for conservation in Lac qui Parle 
County. 

School for the Blind by Buck Asher 

 

     What interesting stories could be told by the walls 

of the buildings of the old School for the Blind at 

Gary!  After years of faithful service to the State of 

South Dakota is now allowed to fall into just reputa-

ble ruin. 

     The school was opened on March 1, 1900 with 

Ms. Dora Donald as superintendent. In 1885 the citi-

zens of Gary obtained possession of the former 

Deuel County courthouse and offered it to the Board 

of Trustees and Corrections for use as a site for a 

school. After inspection of the site it was declined as 

un fit for the purpose. 

     Doane Robinson and other citizens of Gary raised 

money for the purpose of building a two-story brick 

building.  This building, with the original property, 

was offered and accepted by the state. At the request 

of the North Dakota Governor, students from that 

state were allowed to attend for $15 per month per 

student. This brought the enrollment to 22 for the 

first few months. 

     The legislature of 1901 appropriated $10,000 for 

a new building to be used for dormitory purposes. 

This building was constructed near the original brick 

building with the wooden courthouse building re-

maining between. Space a fine new brick building 

was added in 1910.  This was used as a dormitory, 

auditorium and gym. The old courthouse was moved 

to the back of the lot. A laundry building was added 

in 1915. 

     Ms. Wood served until 1907 when Mrs. L. A. 

Humbert, formerly Ms. Donald, returned. The enroll-

ment rose to 40 in 1905. In 1908, North Dakota es-

tablish their own school at Bathgate. 

     Mrs. Curl resigned in 1918 and Otis Rule took 

over the duties and served for many years. 

     In 1925, $30,000 was appropriated for the new 

boys dorm and an industrial building was added. 

Five departments were first maintained;  literary,  

Continued on page 5. 



He taught in the Gary Public School system for a period of time as a 

band instructor. How many of the students you see in the picture can 

still play their instrument today? 

q 

Mr. William Teitjen 

The Gary historical Association is looking 

for old toys for one of our displays in the 

museum.  Got any in the attic 

or garage you’d be 

willing to share? 

You may contact 

Roger Baer, Cura-

tor, at 605-272-

2207 or cell num-

ber 605-220-1369.  



making, and so on were taught in the early years); do-

mestic science and physical training. With the passing  

of the years the program was changed to keep up with 

current times. 

     Besides the before mentioned superintendents, Had-

ley Stevenson (interim), Vincent Lynn, Samuel Van 

Vorhess and Walter Hack headed the school before its 

removal to Aberdeen. 

 

 

South Dakota School for the Blind early history.  

Note the bell in the background. In 1935 the bell was 

sitting on the roof line of the girls dorm building to the 

left.  

 

 

The Gary interstate, Thursday, December 7, 

1989 

Selma Remembers: When, on Halloween, we 

dressed up and just roamed the streets and ended up 

at Ethel Bartel's house for popcorn. We never went 

to doors for treats. 

Selma Remembers: When the building east of 

Heaton’s was a saloon called “The Psalms”. 

Selma Remembers: When Dad raised his own to-

bacco. 

 
 



The Gary Historical Assoc. continues to move ahead with preparing the museum for 

a late spring opening.  We will let you know when and 

hope you will come to visit us. 
 

 

We are sorting 

through and rearrang-

ing the displays to 

better organize it and 

we have just gotten 

our heat installed so 

it is a little warmer 

working in the 

 museum. 



Selma Remembers: When the livery barn boarded horses for doctors and mailmen. 

The Gary interstate November 30, 1989 

Selma Remembers:  When the early day cook stove was busier than anything in the house. 

Selma remembers: When there were no trucks on the highways. 

Selma Remembers: when there was no dog food. The dogs were fed from the table. When cats only had milk, 

The Gary Historical Assoc. has received this piano from the United 

Methodist Church in Gary as a donation.  The piano was made in 1917 

and is made of beautiful book matched walnut wood.  According to 

Edythe Cascini, Miss Woodbury of the SD School for the Blind was a 

player of this piano possibly from the 1920’s to 1942/1943.  She was 

the choir director and pianist of the church. The piano, almost 100 

years old will continue to find a home in Gary, South Dakota.  The 

United Methodist Church of Gary was the first Methodist church in 

South Dakota and the bell that is in the belfry was the first church bell 

in Deuel County and that bell is still ringing at the church today.  

Thank you to the United Methodist Church of Gary, LuAnn Thompson 

for thinking of us and to Edythe Cascini for her memories. 

1933 
Atwater Kent 
Console Radio 
Console radios are 
radios that sit in a 

wooden cabinet on the 
floor. The cabinet is 

generally taller than it 
is wide, and the con-

trols may be located on 
the front or top. One 

variety, the chair side, 
is smaller, with con-

trols on top to provide 
easy access from an 
armchair. Consoles 

were treated as decor, 
creating a theater feel-

ing when radio pro-
grams came on. Kids 
would crowd around 

and listen. 
Donated by  

John DeBoer 

Pastors of the churches in November 1989: 

 

Antelope Hills Church of Christ: Rev. Jim 

Allard 

 

Antelope Valley Reformed: Rev. Carl Egstad 

 

Brandt Lutheran, East Highland & Highland: 

  Rev. Neale Thompson 

 

St Peter’s Catholic: Father Frank Daleiden 

 

United Methodist: Rev. Russell Peirse 

 

First Ev. Lutheran Church: Rev. Bruce Mueller 
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